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The World-Wide Web
is now providing the
Internel with its own
publishing system,

Bill Thompson l00ks
at the growing
psopularity of personal
1‘ 0 pages

INCE ITS cveantlon In 1002
| the Warld-Wide Web has
Lecoine (e Mmstast-growing
lnt-u nel serviee, with more thay

Ih. ne thonannd Wb altes and

tena of tbovsands of documonts

publinhed.
The Web Iy unusual becanaa it

L larguly graphiteal and eon

Ipcorporate fuvmatted text, ple

turox and even gound and vidoo,

1t la ulvo n hypertext aystem:

cach documeont may hove links
i tu other documants on UMerent
tgurvers, Usiog the Web doos not
roqulre much fochuical wkill;
unlike many other Intamot
wervicos, 1t wan deaiyned for nog
toclinlenl users,

The Web I nudntained hy
thousands of "Web Weuvors” or
“Walnuelaters™; U peoplo who
fllel, metuegee nnd iwaininin the
secvewd, aned often wrile Who doe-
mnents, too, A growlng number
are unling the Webl as ninedlom
for the aeweat type of “viulty
pubilinhing”, making thelr por.
sonnl pages avalluble to & world-
wide andionee. I know, bocause I
am one of them,

I you paint your Wub Lrowwer
~ NCSA Mosnde or wiutover —
al the URL (Uniform Resource
Ter =*ar or uddrons):

‘weww gt et/

tpr Gl Sm'al:l.n‘.:nl.
you will find a couple of scrorng
of pevaonal ndvartining, Includ-
Ing seanned photographs of mo
ond my childven, hypertaxt links
to some of way eaclior Guardlan
avtlclos, ond even a polnter to
the Gopher servor at my old Col-
lege, This 1 1y poinonnl “home
| wage™: an online cuerlenlwa

Spinning
your own
Web pages

vilao which advertlses my pros.
onco to the Intormot at largo.

Maore and woro peaple
Involved with the Web are sot-
ting up similor pages. They
range from tho minlmal to tho
bizaira. Antya Umatdttor of
ART+COM Lo Borlin has n alngle
tmoge of Stalin and Muo at:

hilkp:/ fwww artoom. do/~an

If you check out Fdinbury
{eonoelnnt Kon Julnson's homa
page, ol

http: Hﬂqnmzu bus.ed.uo. uk/

npeople/keny/
you will find an lmage of hhn
and his ex-glviciond along with
a fill-oul form to apply for ihe
vacant ponat, Kan docs not sny
whother he has vecelved any
senalble applieationa.

At connectivity providers Uni.
pulm, ln-houss doclgner and
coude freak Paul Smith hus sot
up a home poge at

heep:/ e, gold. nok/lymx /biogn/
ol bl
just to point to scunm of lus
tavourite ploces of ¢comle art-
work. Other pooplo uso the apace
nn A curvionlum vitag, like Mar-
cuns Spoh, one of tho foundors of
thiec onlino university the Global
Noiwork Academy, Seo:
aup//info. deay. do/www/
margus. html

Homo pages stavtod nutana
nimlplo way of Indicating the
autliorship of a Wob site or
pagos, rather Uko an o-mail sig-
nuture, For oxampin, visit

attp:/ ferww. gold.not/
Lvnz}r:'mguf
to wet (ho FringoWob Evusou put
up ovor the Rdinburgh Festlval,
At the bottom of opch Is a
bolloked WGT — a polnter to
my gnse This eytnblinhos
authorship, tolls peoplo where o
find out more, and cnables thom
to comment on (b pagoa.

Ilowgvor, poraonal pagos have
grown Into a nuw form of porson.
4l expronsion, and the rolative
nuwnoss of the World-Wide Wob
moana that thert ure as yot no
rulea, Earlco Canossn, at Triosts
Unlyerslty. has sot up a "Who's
Oz-Uno" Wob as an indox to
author's pages, Ho snor it ia Uio
ficat liug in croating an online
blographical dalnhase tat could

be usod to find people. Hls pages
al

hitp:/ Mmooty tricats. it/

Cansasa/whalgwho.html
provide a list of poople bz profoe.
slon, ora key\tord ulazt

The useful ene

od oxorcinos In o u-boouilng is
somotimaos Qlloltfnnﬁd reu
eapeciully by thase who cannot
build thelr own, At Jenst ono
Informaton technology company
i wow ¢onsldoring banning poo-
plo from sutting them up on tha
grounde that thay maka It too
en:}; for competitors to poach

t

Land,

I bave found tint my home
page doun got consulted, After
one arilcly in Onlino T got an e-
ol Jwaessage firom na old friend
which bogan: “I wandorod If you
wero tho damo BIll Thompeon,
but after chocking out your
hotn« X‘go [ know it™,

ughter Lilith even
ucuglrud a pen (riend via the

ob, Following a poating of
mino to the Usenct nowsyronp
minc.kidn, aho got a ipeasnge
from a two-year-old W Cannda,
and thoy contlnuo to exchange

i e e
Vanity pubdilshing? Bill Thompeon at work on his psrsonal Webd pages

e-mail. Although rraonnl PRGOS
nro currently o minor part of tho
Wab, they show hiow puople fuel -
about this now Internet tool,
Nobody puts thelx CVona
Gopher secver, but ovoryono
scoma to wint {elr own hoino

Page.

1t {3 ancthor indleatlon that
the Wob i the opplication that
hna (eiven tho Mntornet cut of the
hands of tha tochnlnnnly-mjndud
and made It a now publishing
medium,

Just as Mlcrosoft Windown
packager mado oloctrunle mall
acceptnblo 10 non-IT stafT, so the
wgraphical, inlcroctive nature of
the Web I3 drawing In peopla
from all aroan.

And n URL on
curd says moro n
¢mall ovor can.

our husinoas
it you {hun

Bill Thompson ean be e-malled a8
bilGunipalm . ao.uk. s liome page
{8 at hitp: Swww. gold. not/ ot/
Blogn/diil. htrml

OnLinc's online pages, where you
can search back lssues, are al!
http://www gald.net/online/




