= el pe

IEﬂ!ﬂP
i E E HEEHET E.ﬁ.PI'I‘ALS

THE CONTINENT THAT PRODUCED
the world’s greatest explorers has no undiscov-
ered nooks and crannies of its own. Europe’s
secret places are in the open: right in front of
our eyes, but invisible all the same, because
our gaze is too often distracted by the glare
from its brilliant metropolises—London! Paris!
Rome! Looking away from the bright lights,
TiME's correspondents have discovered 14
secret capitals: not the biggest or best-known
places around, but ones that have acquired
star status among insiders in a particular field.
European cities have always been known for
specialties—Sheffield for its cutlery, Chantilly
for its lace—but many of these capitals have
remade themselves. Industrial Newcastle

has swapped coal for high culture; medieval
Grenoble has turned itself into a nanotech
haven. Other towns—Tallinn, Trieste, Bad
Wirishofen—have revved up their ancient

rhythms for the new millennium. So think of
this special report as a salute to Europe’s talent
for survival and renaissance. These secrets are
worth shouting about.
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ry, 95 parks and squares and 500 km of bicycling and walking pat

into 70 countries, is the most
recognizable public official in
the city, having served eight
years as mayor and one as
regional president for Friuli-
Venezia Giulia. As a port city
and border town, he says,
Trieste is “all about diversity”
There is a part of the city’s
identity that is certainly Italian,
but a part is also “very much

- Mitteleuropa,” says Illy. His

WATER WAY: A rise in traffic at Porto Faro, Trieste’s main port, is one sign that the city is regaining its place as a trade hub |
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Eastward Bound and

TRADING UP

There's something in the air over this bustling
trade city on Italy’s Adriatic coast: the aroma
of sea, espresso—and economic opportunity

By JEFF ISRAELY

FROM MOST ANGLES,
Trieste’s expansive Piazza
dell'Unita d'Italia is similar to
other landmark squares in

past as a bustling port in the
Habsburg empire of the 18th
and 19th centuries. Happily,
there’s also a taste of its future

Italy: Baroque facades, leisure- in the air.

ly eafégoers and ubiquitous 5 Bordering Slovenia—
flocks of pigeons. But turn 5l and less than 450 km from
your back to City Hall Milan, Munich, Vienna,
and Piazza dell'Unita Zurich and Budapest—this
opens directly onto the northeast sliver of a city
Adriatic Sea—it’s the only (pop. 220,000) is the

major [talian square that gateway to a Europe

sits on a coastline. The expanding eastward. Already,
tangy sea vapors that port traffic has jumped from

| 3.3 million tons in 1998 to 5.4
| million tons in 2002. That's not

permeate the place are a
constant reminder of Trieste’s
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a big hill of beans in the global
scheme of things—major
international ports handle 15
times Trieste’s tonnage—but it’s
pretty good for a boutique port
catering to New Europe. “This
is a moment of great hope,’
says Enrico Samer,
managing director of
Samer & Co., a

. shipping brokerage

i and insurance

| company founded

' here in 1919.

With the rise of
the Iron Curtain after
World War 11, trade
through Trieste dried
up. Now, with E.U.
enlargement and the
promise of an explosion of
consumer trade with China,
Samer anticipates a dramatic
new growth curve, “Trieste is
the natural port that opens to
the center of Europe,” he says.
But the city can only
realize its potential if it makes
good on long-overdue plans
to expand its rail and highway
connections.

Espresso baron Riccardo
Iy, who has helped expand his
Trieste family’s coffee empire
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! see a real return.”

own family illustrates the point:
Illy's Hungarian grandfather
founded the coffee company in
1933. “Now Trieste is ready to
recover its natural hinterland.
We are ready to bloom.”

As one of three finalists
(with Zaragoza and
Thessaloniki) for the
international Expo 2008, a
world’s fair of science, culture
and technology, Trieste is
vying to play on a bigger stage.
If it gets the nod in December,

| there will be a surge of
| investment in the Old Fort

area. (Trieste has also become

~ acapital of scientific research,
| with the growing stature of the

International Center for
Theoretical Physics and the
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MR. BEAN: Illy has helped expand the
family coffee empire into 70 countries

International Center for
Genetic Engineering and
Biotechnology.) Roberto
Drozina, a top manager of
Trieste’s industrial consortium,
says the city must prove it can
grow on its own, without state
aid. “If Trieste were a stock, I'd
buy some shares, maybe not a
lot,” he says. “But I think in
four or five years, you'll start to
i
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